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Spectrum of Discrimination
President Franklin D. Roosevelt directed executive order 9066. The law permitted the evacuation of all persons that were seen as a security threat to the nation. Although the Japanese were not mentioned in the executive order, it was clear that they were targeted. The Japanese Americans were affected as they were relocated from the West Coast area. The US military was given powers to do the evacuation. The army relocated approximately 120,000 Japanese to an intermittent camp around the US. The executive order was unconstitutional because it violated the Fifth Amendment, which guarantees the right to life, property, and liberty. The executive order lasted approximately four years, between February 1942 and March 1946 (Gale, 2016).
Consequently, the Japanese were removed from their homes and taken to the seasonal camps. The families were destabilized for the remaining period of World War II. The Japanese lost their homes and business as they were forced to sell off their possessions unfairly. The loss was, however, later compensated by the US government decades later. Although the compensation happened, the social and emotional damage inflicted upon the Japanese could not be undone. During the time at the seasonal camps, the Japanese faced severe medical problems. Tuberculosis was the primary health challenge that even resulted in fatalities. It is estimated that a total of 1862 lost their lives while in the camp (Stone, 2017).
During the time of the intermittent, a few peaceful protests and legal battles were experienced, which disrupted business in the US government. One legal battle made a ruling that the seasonal camps were unconstitutional, leading to its revocation. The decision signaled the beginning of relocation of the Japanese Americans from the seasonal camps back to their normal lives. In 1976, the executive order was repelled by President Gerald R. Ford.
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